Contemporary Personalities
magnetism of Gladstone, into membership of a party with which he never really agreed; and with which he was therefore one day bound to quarrel.
For many of the errors which have disfigured the Liberal tradition, and in their reaction destroyed Liberalism, he must bear a deep responsibility. For he surrounded the folly of an emotional, a hysterical, and a dying creed with the prestige of an aristocrat and the pen of a Man of Letters. That he had grave shortcomings is plain ; which of us has not ? But the remark may be recalled which a great French lady made to a friend in the Tribune at Chantilly: " Ah, ce Uosebery ; voild le vrai type de gentleman anglais."